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Marinette, Wisconsin- Most of the people in this community 
know Cozzy. He and his wife Karen own one of the highest 
performing Polaris dealerships in North America. It’s in the top 
5 percent. Located on heavily traveled U.S. 41 in Marinette, you 
can’t miss it. What you can expect when you walk in the door 
is a great staff who won’t treat you like a stranger, excellent 
customer service and a showroom full of tempting big kid toys 
and apparel. What you may not know is this successful business’ 
humble beginnings and about the owner himself, who is a 
family man truly passionate about serving our communities in 
Northeast Wisconsin. 

Mike Costello, better known to everyone around town as Cozzy, 
and his wife Karen started their business in their basement back 
in 1983. Cozzy had made a career change after working for the 
Menominee Public Schools. He taught vocational education for 
10 years. Cozzy was also employed as the director in the building 
and grounds before he retired from that part of his career. In 
the early ‘80s, the couple started acquiring distressed inventory 
from failed snowmobile dealerships. It was then that the 
“community minded dealer” was born. Cozzy and Karen outgrew 
the basement, and purchased a building in Menominee from the 
airport the expansion project and moved it a half mile north and 

became the initial storefront. During their time at that location, 
there were multiple remodeling and expansion projects. 

In 1987, there was an upswing in the market, business was good 
and it expanded yet again, this time to merge with industry 
giant Polaris, the American manufacturer best known for its 
snowmobiles and ATVs. In 1989, more growth, the business now 
included lawn and garden equipment. Since the business was 
founded, as cash came in, the business expanded. Cozzy and 
Karen were careful to invest in their business with cash. In 1999, 
the time was right and Cozzy’s Polaris was debuted at its current 
location on U.S. 41 in Marinette. Since that final relocation, the 
facility has doubled in size. Warehouses were added and a new 
state-of-the art facility was built. There you can find your next 
Polaris side-by-side, ATV, Toro or Victory motorcycle. 

There is no question Cozzy and Karen have had a lot of changes 
in their lives. Aside from the business, they raised their three 
kids- Jim, Joe and Kareena. While Jim and Kareena have moved 
away from their hometown, you can find their son Joe working 
in the family business as a service manager and writer. Joe was 
a Navy man, who formerly served on the USS Ronald Reagan. 
They are also proud grandparents. It’s been quite a ride! 
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